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Club Officers- 

2023-2025 

President: 

Jodi Walencewicz 

Jodiawally@gmail.com 
 

1st Vice President:  

Anne Rash 

annerash@charter.net 

 
 

2nd Vice President: 

Bonnie Ryan 

bonbill@charter.net 

 

Treasurer: 

Nancy Trawick-Smith 

nksmith@gmail.com 

 

Secretary: 

Jane Schreiber 

jane.schreiber@snet.net 
 

Director:  

Mary Weinland 

mgweinland@gmail.com 

 

Foundation President: 

Ethel Mantzaris 

emantzaris@earthlink.net 

 

Past President: 

Carlita Cotton 

drcarlitarbcotton@gmail.com 
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Literacy  

 

On Saturday, January 28th, the 

Mansfield Downtown partnership 

invited everyone to celebrate the 

best of Mansfield with music, 

food, and fun.  

Celebrate Mansfield was held 

from 2:00 to 8:00 PM in 

Downtown Storrs. 

Altrusa of Northeastern 

Connecticut opened our booth 

with over 300 books to distribute 

to kids. It was fun watching each 

child pick the perfect book. We 

had a great time. 

 Outreach 

Outreach Opportunities: 

 

October 18th: 

We will help organize the libraries at the Mansfield Nursing and Rehabilitation Center 

from 9:30 – Noon. 

 

November 30: 

We will be at the Covenant Soup Kitchen for food prep and serve from 9:30 – 1:00.   

 

November 20th: 

At the Business Meeting toiletries will be collected for Holy Family Shelter and Storrs 

Congregational Church. 

 

December 18th: 

At the December Meeting there will be a book exchange focusing on books from the 

American Library Association Banned Book List. 
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Pet of the Month 

We are always looking for people to step-up and  

The Board of Directors of Altrusa NECT created a Leadership Forum 

to give any and all members an opportunity to learn more about the 

operations side of our Club and District. Hopefully these meetings will 

foster the practice, skills and confidence for more members to 

undertake roles of leadership.  

We know that our members have the character, determination, 

background, skills, and fortitude to be a leader in our Club. 

The Board is mindful of the contributions and service work you have 

given our Club, and thank you with heartfelt gratitude for all you have 

done to date. 

The first sessions were held on Tuesday October 1st and  Wednesday, 

October 2nd. More sessions will be scheduled. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Gay Douglas at    

ellengdouglas@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Maya’s human is Cheryl Harrison. Maya is 

a 2 ½-year old combination lab and hound 

rescue dog. She is energetic and quite 

inquisitive.  She loves to go to doggy 

daycare and is particularly fond of her bath 

and nail treatments. She poses nicely too.  

If you have a pet that you would like us to 

feature, please send me a pic and some 

information. Email: isadorad@charter.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Consider Leadership 
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Dates for Days for Girls:  

Time for each event is noon to 4:00 

Wednesday Oct 23rd  

Wednesday November 6th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come one, come all! You don’t have to sew. 

There is always other work to be done. 

 

Dates for Quilting 

Time for each event is 

noon to 4:00 

Monday October 21st 

Monday December 9th 

 

Call to Care 

As of now, all is well. Woo Hoo! 

   That’s the way – uh hu uh hu we like 

it. (you all know that song, right? 

 

Days for Girls 
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 Our refrigerator, as with most parents and grandparents, is filled with photos and 

artwork from grandkids. Our keys to the porch hang from a magnet on the fridge, There 

is a step ladder on the porch that I often need due to my shortness. Today, when I was 

reaching for the key, something fell off the fridge. It was a quote about individualism as 

it reads: 

Our individuality is all, all, that we have. There are those who barter it for security, 

those who repress it for what they believe is the betterment of the whole society, but 

blessed in the twinkle of the morning star is the one who nurtures and rides it in, in 

grace and love and wit, from peculiar station to peculiar station along life’s bittersweet 

route.  – Tom Robbins 

It hit a chord in my heart, brain, and it seemed to resonate in every part of my body.  

In our culture, I’m not sure individualism is always appreciated. Very few sway from 

fashion trends, societal pressures, peer pressure, and the desire to be a part of something. 

But what could be more important than who we truly are to any organization or group to 

which we would like to belong, than our true selves? Where we’ve come from, our life 

experiences, our psychological makeup, what we like to wear (pajamas-me), what we 

don’t like to wear (dresses – me). Many things define us as individuals, free thinkers, 

eccentrics maybe, but within our unconventionalities comes unique and original ideas 

that are imperative for the success of our culture, of our families, communities, and of 

our clubs.  

So, let your freak flags fly!! 

Susan 

 

 

Editor Chimes In 

 

Marylou Bradley, while on vacation, 

went to visit our friend and Altrusa 

sister, Jennie Talbot in Buena Vista, 

Colorado. This image was taken from 

Jeannie’s back yard; What a incredible 

view of Mt. Prinston at 14,000 feet 

altitude! Jennie’s backyard is a 

beautiful spot in the world.  



6 

 

  

 

  

Final Raffel Report 

This is Jewelweed. Jewelweed is known to 

be an antidote to poison ivy and will grow 

near that torturous plant, but Lynne Warren 

stated: “This is jewel weed. Jewel weed is 

known to be an antidote to poison ivy and 

will grow near that torturous plant but Lynne 

stated: “Jewel weed is most effective in the 

spring when it's full of sap. I collect them 

before they flower, run them through the 

blender with a little water then make ice 

cubes with the mixture. Once it blooms, the 

beneficial sap is all but dried up.”  

This goes under the category of: Ya learn 

something new every day.  

.  

2024 RAFFLE 667 tickets sold (593 tickets sold in 2023)  

$13,340 revenue from ticket sales 

 $2,825 from donations in lieu of ticket sales $5,300 in sponsor money 

 $21,465 gross revenue  

Minus $2,122.70 in expenses 

 $19,342.30 in net proceeds ($16,015.70 net proceeds in 2023) 

  

Members who sold more than 20 raffle tickets: 

     Marylou Bradley 120 tickets 

        Ethel Mantzaris 52, 

           Susan Ulino 40,  

                Anne Rash 40 

                     Lynn Dolan 38, 

 

 

Gardening Tip of the 

Month 
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October 

Jo Fox 

Allyson Salazar 

Ethel Mantzaris 

Carole Norrish 

 

November 

Carlita Cotton 

Suzanne Greene 

Patricia Hempel 

Victoria Nimirowski 

Norma Salter 

Save the Date 

• October 18th : Northeastern CT Member Meeting 

• November 16th: Altrusa District One Fall Workshop (date correction was 

made) 

• May 2nd – 5th 2025: Altrusa District One Conference 

• July 24-27, 2025: Altrusa International Convention; Quebec, Canada 

 

 Governor’s Calendar for September 

October 1st  Governor’s Newsletter  

October 7th    District Board Zoom meeting to finalize workshop 

October 14th  Canadian Thanksgiving 

October 15th  File 990N 

October 15th  Send 990N copy of state incorporation report and copy of 

budget 

October 16th World Food Day 

October 21st  Governor’s Zoom meeting for Presidents 

October 24th United Nations Day 

October 26th  Make a Difference Day 

October 31st  Halloween 
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District Officers 

Governor: 

 Rita Cote 

rita@jonescove.net 

Governor Elect: 

Susan Porazzo 

smporazzo@hotmail.com 

 

1st Vice Governor: 

Wanda Pettersen 
 Kettlecove_6@msn.com 

 

2nd Vice Governor: 

Ann Lindner 

annlindner120@gmail.com 

 
Treasurer: 

Diana O’Reilly 
ddoreilly51@gmail.com 

 

District Officers 

Secretary: 

Denise Doyon 

1ddpills@gmail.com 

 

Director: 

Penny Eldridge  

onecent.peni@gmail.com 

 

Director: 

Susan Ulino 

isadorad@charter.net 

 

Immediate Past Governor: 

Pam Lemieux 

Pamela.lemieux@myfairpoint.net 

 

 

1400 E. Touhy Avenue - Suite 410 

Des Plaines, IL  60018 
 

https://nectaltrusa.org
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